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From the Editor 

Another month in the life of Botley ï we salute two more centurians (p19), 
and, just in case you thought there was nothing much here for the elderly, 
record some of the goings on in Seacourt Road (p5). (And just in case you 
thought there was nothing going for the youngerly, a competition for 
young writers, with cash prizes, p7.) The threat of closure to Elms Road 
Childrenôs Centre has prompted a rare public comment from the Sproutôs 
Directors (p41). Apple Day, now in its fifth year, has inspired an account 
and a poem (p25), and the rallying call to help clear Tumbling Bay has 
sparked a heated response (p35). The Parish Council continues to explain 
its mission ï p29 has an account of how the Planning Committee works. 
NHPC is also sponsoring The Best of Botley, a celebration of some of the 
people who make Botley such a great place to live. This is your chance to 
nominate someone who has made a difference (though not, of course, any 
of the current parish councillors) and thoroughly embarrass them by 
getting their efforts publicly feted at the awards party on 11th December 
(p13)! Then thereôs the latest on the West Way redevelopment, and finally, 
our cover photo by John Gaisford shows a previous Remembrance Day 
service at Botley Cemetery, which will be held this year on November 8th.  

Ag MacKeith 



 
 

 

Our Neighbourhood Plan ï  
a vision, a website, and more é 

It has been a while since our last Neighbourhood Plan update and our 
team of volunteers has been busily working away in the background. 
Here is where we have got to so far: 

One important bit of news is that we have set up a brand new website at 
www.nhinkseynp.org.uk to provide you with information about 

Neighbourhood Plans in general, together with details about the one we 
are producing for North Hinksey Parish. 

You can check out the About and Resources pages for background 
information, FAQs, and a range of useful documents and links to related 
websites. Our Vision is a very important part of the process, as it sums 
up where we want to be as a community in the longer term and includes 
the issues, likes and dislikes identified by you in a questionnaire at the 
end of last year. 

Also on the website are accounts of Our Teams of volunteers, and how 
you can Get Involved. We already have a large number of active 
volunteers but we still need more to carry out this process effectively. So 
if you can spare some time once in a while we need help to distribute 
surveys, act as Street Champion keeping your neighbours up to date and 
encouraging participation, or maybe act as a Special Adviser if you have 
relevant skills or knowledge to offer. If you can spare a little more time on 
a regular basis we are also looking for volunteers to bolster our Working 
Groups and Steering Group. 

Coming up in January will be a chance for you to provide feedback on 
our work to date at a community planning event ï see next monthôs 
Sprout for more details. In the meantime, if you would like to volunteer or 
to ask for further information about any aspect of our Neighbourhood Plan 
please contact us via info@nhinkseynp.org.uk or talk to any of our 
current volunteers. 

David Kay, Secretary, North Hinksey Parish Neighbourhood Plan. 

http://www.nhinkseynp.org.uk/
mailto:info@nhinkseynp.org.uk


 
 

Seacourt Snippets 

Recently an acquaintance visited me at my home in Seacourt Road and 
was amazed at what she saw. She exclaimed ñI never knew all this was 
here!ò ï óall thisô being a cluster of 57 bungalows, built in the 1960s 
specifically for the over 60s and/or disabled residents, and óSheltered 
Housingô as Support Officers are available to visit those who need it. 

The bungalows are laid out in six cul-de-sacs, leading off either side of 
the Seacourt Road, and are a mixture of one-, two- and three-bedroomed 
homes. Two are specially adapted for wheelchair users with extra needs. 

We are a mixed bunch: English, Irish, Scottish, South African, Italian, 
Indian and Polish, to name a few. We have a community hall which can 
hold 35 souls and is used daily for all manner of activities. Bingo and 
Darts happen every week, Songs of praise every couple of months. There 
are regular meetings and it is free for residents to use, including those 
from Field House. A small fee is charged for non-residents, and the hall 
can be booked on 01235 548600 at the Vale offices in Abingdon. 

Various trips and events have been organized 
by us, the residents. Visits to Bourton-on-the- 
Water, Weymouth, Millets, Astons china shop 
and Weston-super-mare have been enjoyed so 
far this year. A Christmas lunch at the Evenlode 
pub in late November and a Christmas Bingo 
session on 
the 15th 

December are two more dates for our 
diaries. We held a MacMillan Coffee 
morning on 25th September, and a 
barbecue in August to welcome a new 
resident. We were very fortunate with 
the weather that day, so we sat 
outside to eat and watch the 
sausages and meat being cooked. 
The photos show the barbecue with 
the new resident on the left, and the 
cake made to welcome him by Mrs 
Ann Reid (who also made the farewell 
cake for Lloyds Bank mentioned in 
last monthôs Sprout). A table-top sale  



 
 

was another activity held in the hall which was also a great success. We 
look forward to many more social events, and continued happy lives in 
our  bungalow homes. 

Ruth Cartwright 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

November on the Plot 

There are a number of tasks for 
November.  Firstly it is a good month for 
clearing out the greenhouse if you have one.  I 
usually find that at least one of my tomato 
plants lasts until the start of the month.  Then it 
is time to put it on the compost heap and sweep 
and clean the greenhouse.  I then move into 
the greenhouse a number of tender plants such 
as geraniums which I might wish to pot on next year, to protect them from 
any possible frost. 

I also use November to get on with my winter digging, before the weather 
really gets bad and the days really short.  This means that the soil is 
exposed to any frosts which will help to break it up so that you get a nice 
tilth next year.  Take great care not to walk on anywhere thus dug or you 
will risk the soil becoming compacted and winter rains will run off and not 
soak in. 

Finally try to remember to keep any autumn sown garlic (or Japanese 
onions if you have planted them) free from weeds, make sure that they 
have sprouted first so that you know where the rows are, or you will risk 
Sheffield blight.  

Bob Johnston 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

STILL AT SCHOOL? 
GOT SOMETHING TO SHOUT ABOUT? 

THE SPROUT WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM BOTLEYôS YOUNGER 
MEMBERS, AND HAS A CASH PRIZE OF £25 FOR  EVERY c.400-
WORD ARTICLE ACCEPTED ON ANY SUBJECT CLOSE TO YOUR 
HEARTS. SEND TO THE EDITOR AT editor@thesprout.org.uk  
                                    (Editorôs decision is final) 

mailto:editor@thesprout.org.uk


 
 

News from Botley Boys and Girls Football Club 

A Word from the Chairman 
After a nice break over the summer months, the season well and truly 
started at long last on 12th September. Having spent a considerable sum 
to improve the quality of the grass, it was a huge disappointment that 
sometime in early September a mystery application of weed killer was 
applied to the top area of the pitch. If anyone could shed some light on to 
this that would be much appreciated. 
We now have the free taster sessions for U6ôs running on a Monday 
evening 6-7pm, so if your son or daughter is interested in coming along 
then please just turn up or contact Jason Ludlow for more information on  
07786 246 841. 

Under 8s  
We are currently looking for additional new members to increase 
numbers in our developing U8s squad, boys and girls of any ability are 
very welcome to come along and join in on training sessions which are 
currently being held on Monday evenings 6-7pm at Fogwell Road. So if 
your child has shown an interest in playing football, is in school year 3, 
aged 7 or just recently turned 8 and fancies a bit of a kick-around then 
please contact Brendan Byrne on 07764 283 054 for more information.    
The FA have now accepted and approved the Botley Boys and Girls FC 
application to become an FA Charter Standard club, the plaque will soon 
be proudly on display on the wall in the pavilion. 

Under 7s 

The new U7s team, 
sponsored by Botley 
McDonald's and under the 
leadership and guidance of 
their coach Jo had a great 
start to their season, a great 
result for what was literally 
their first ever game, well 
done to them and long may 
your enjoyment continue. 
Just remember success isn't 
all about winning, but it does 
help! 
Jason Barley, Chairman,  



 
 

Bravo Under 11s! 

We have had an enjoyable and successful summer playing the various 
tournaments in Oxford and beyond. Perhaps the highlight was the Play-
2-Give charity tournament. We had a fantastic day there, winning the 
main trophy, with both of the teams performing well while we raised 
money for a very worthwhile cause. Another highlight was being invited 
to a tournament in Swindon and coming home with the main trophy. The 
boys had a great summer on the back of a phenomenal season, winning 
their Oxford Mail Youth League group D cup final and gaining promotion 
after winning all but one of our spring league games.  

We are now adapting well to playing nine-a-side, in the higher C division  
with all the fresh challenges such as the offside rule, bigger goals and 
larger pitch. Our game is one that features lots of passing and running 
into space and we have certainly increased our shots on goal from all 
players. As a result the boys have produced some very entertaining and 
exciting football for our ever loyal fans. So far the season has witnessed 
solid performances from all the team, with some new talent emerging 
filling the new positions on the pitch. 
Michael Swain, U11s team coach 

   



 
 

 
 
óThe Best of Botleyô awards 2015 

óThe Best of Botleyô awards 2015 are now open for nominations! If 
you know someone whoôs doing something great in our community, 
now is the time to óname and praiseô. The aim is simple ï to 
recognise and celebrate work done voluntarily by individuals and 
groups in and around North Hinksey Parish.   

óThe Best of Botleyô is the first of an annual (hopefully!) celebration of 
action by members of our community to improve quality of life and 
wellbeing. Itôs being organised by North Hinksey Parish Council (so 
existing parish councillors, sadly, will not be eligible). Anyone can 
nominate people and groups they think deserve recognition. They donôt 
have to live in the parish, but they must have a clear local connection. 

THERE ARE 12 CATEGORIES TO CHOOSE FROM: 

1. Community Group of the Year 
2. Young Person (under 16) 

3. Retired Volunteer 
4. One-to-one Support (someone who helps someone else) 

5. Long-term Volunteer of the Year 
6. Arts Group or Project 

7. Community Group Leader 
8. Games / Sports Group 

9. Conservation / Environment Group or Project 
10. On-line Activity 

11. Favourite Member of Staff (chosen by local primary schools) 
12. Local Business Support for the Community 

You can get a nomination form from Botley Library or from the various 
shops in West Way that are displaying a poster about this, and forms are 
available from the Parish Council website. Nominations must be in by 
November 22nd. 

Best of Botley certificates will be handed out to the winners of each 
category at the awards party on December 11th at Botley School, 
accompanied by music and entertainment. The festivities start at 7pm, 
and the whole community is invited to come along and join in the fun, and 
to celebrate the people who make Botley such a great place to live.  



 
 

WEST WAY DEVELOPMENT UPDATE 

Pressing for a better SPD whilst MACE start consultations 

Responses to the SPD: Our update in Octoberôs Sprout was largely 
taken up with the Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) produced by 
the Vale.   The SPD was intended to set parameters by which future 
planning applications for the West Way site should be judged. 

Nearly 400 individuals, and a number of organisations including West 
Way Community Concern (WWCC), responded to the consultation on the 
SPD which ended on 25 September. All the responses have now been 
made available on the Vale's planning website: http://bit.ly/1VL8bQ4 

The vast majority of responses were critical and feared that, as written, 
the SPD could allow a development almost as damaging as the one the 
Valeôs planning committee unanimously rejected last year. WWCCôs 
response was detailed and constructively critical, based on professional 
help funded by your donations. 

The Vale now has to consider what changes to the SPD to recommend 
before submitting it for approval to the Vale Cabinet on 30 October.    By 
the time you read this, we will probably be aware of its final shape. 

Lack of evidence to support the draft SPD: WWCC has followed its 
submission with a critique of the evidence base document the Vale used 
to support the SPD's assertions about what land uses are appropriate to 
the site. This document, which was made public only on the last day of 
the consultation, claims that student housing, cinema, hotel and high 
street retail are all needed to produce a viable development. We believe 
this cannot be substantiated without a more detailed analysis to show 
why, for example, independent shops and affordable housing are not 

considered viable, and we have 
called on the Vale to provide this 
analysis. 

MACE starts consultation on new 
plans: During October MACE invited 
specific groups to a series of small 
workshops focussed respectively on 
councillors, parents and schools, 
young professionals, business 
owners and community groups.  



 
 

These workshops were intended to gather reactions to different aspects 
of the draft designs on which MACE is working whilst waiting for the 
publication of the final SPD. MACE has said that the opinions gathered 
at the workshops will have an impact on the first designs to be made 
public later in the autumn.  WWCC has been invited to one of them, and 
weôll keep you informed of what we learn.. 

WWCC AGM 
This has been deferred until 30 November; the venue will be confirmed.  

I  ̈Botley T shirts 

WWCC still has some coveted ñI  ̈Botleyò T-shirts (white with a red heart 
and black typography, and a small WWCC logo).   There are 2 shirts XL 
size at £8.00; and 10 child size, plus 4 for age 9-11 and 3 for age 7-8.   
All child size shirts are £5.00. If youôd like one or more, please let us know.  
You can keep in touch with events through westwayconcern@gmail.com      
www.westwayconcern.wordpress.com 
www.facebook.com/WestWayConcern  www.twitter.com/westwayconcern 

é.and you can visit the WWCC pop-up shop at 5 Elms Parade. 

John Clements, on behalf of West Way Community Concern 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

A Musical Delight 
It always pays to regularly 
look at the noticeboards 
around the parish. On one 
recently, I spotted details of 
a music concert, in aid of 
CND, featuring legend 
Peggy Seeger (her half-
brother Pete was a much 
celebrated folk singer). 
Closing the event, held in the 
Quaker Meeting House in St Giles, Oxford was Nick Gill whose parents 
David and Irene live in our parish and had been involved in organizing 
the concert (see photo). Nick is a wonderfully talented piano player and 
singer ï one of the old songs he serenaded us with was óBrother Can You 
Spare A Dimeô. It was a great concert!  
So do read those noticeboardsé 
Martin Harris 

mailto:westwayconcern@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/WestWayConcern
http://www.twitter.com/westwayconcern


 
 

Two Botley Centuries 

Cyril Hawkins 

Following hard on the heels of Jack Morris, Cyril Hawkins of North 
Hinksey Village was 100 on September 9th.  

Cyril was born in Portsmouth, so at the outbreak of World War 2 it seemed 
natural for him to enlist in the Royal Navy, where he served alongside his 
father for much of the war.  During his time in service he met and married 
Jennie within eight months of their first meeting, not unusual in times of 
war.  Whilst Cyril was still in active service their son Christopher was born. 

Following the end of the war Cyril resumed his job as a civil servant in the 
Ministry of Labour.  He and Jennie moved to various parts of the country 
as Cyril was promoted. As Principal Youth Employment Officer he also 
lectured on training courses at Birkbeck College.  He retired in 1976 after 
42 years of service, and the family moved to North Hinksey 33 years ago. 

Throughout their married life, and apart from family, two things have been 
most important to Cyril and Jennie: sport and church.  Wherever they 
have gone they have been active in their local church, and have played 
and followed various sports, but in particular cricket, with Jennie doing 
what most cricket wives do, supplying the cake and sandwiches for tea! 

In the local area Cyrilôs name is synonymous with cricket.  He founded 
the North Hinksey Cricket Club over 20 years ago, and there is a Hawkins 
Trophy for best player of the year.  To mark Cyrilôs centenary Chris 
Andrews, the current team captain, put on a match in Cumnor, and Cyril 
was presented with an NHCC shirt.  This love of cricket is shared by 
Cyrilôs son and both grandsons, one of whom, Edward, has written a book 
about corruption in cricket.  Also marking his centenary, a celebratory tea 
was put on in St. Lawrenceôs Church, where he and Jennie had been 
active members for so many years, before Jennieôs infirmity made 
attendance difficult.  In a tribute the Revd. P. Budd referred to Cyrilôs 
touching and lasting care for Jennie as a powerful comment on Christian 
marriage.  They have been married for 74 years, and this love is 
reciprocated by Jennie.  Every day Cyril reads a poem to Jennie, and 
ends his day by reading a psalm, usually the 23rd. 

To round off the celebrations, Christopher arranged a family lunch at the 
Fishes, attended by both grandsons and their wives and four small great 
grandchildren.  A fitting tribute to a gentle and courteous, loving man. 

Janet Budd 



 
 

Dorothy Mabel Cripps  

Dorothy was born on 19 October 1915 in Winnipeg, 
Canada of English parents Ernest and Nellie 
Woolston.  Nellie died when Dorothy was only four 
years old. Her father  was away in Europe serving in 
the Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary Force during 
the First World War, so she was put into foster care 
whilst he was away.  He lost his right hand during the 
war.  When he eventually returned to Canada to 
reclaim his daughter, he brought with him a new 
bride, Maud.  Dorothy has very fond memories of her step mother.   

In 1926 the little family boarded the Cunard Line ship Alaunia in Montreal 
to sail to England, eventually settling in Eynsham.  Dorothy attended 
school there and then worked at the Frank Cooper Marmalade Factory. 

She met and fell in love with Ken Cripps and they married on 15 July 
1939. They bought one of the first houses to be built on the new Elms 
Rise Estate, now known as Finmore Road. Only six weeks after their 
wedding Ken, a reservist in the army, went to war.  He was able to return 
home on leave after Dunkirk, but was posted soon after to North Africa 
with the 8th Army (the óDesert Ratsô).  During this time Dorothy gave birth 
to their first child Anthony, and she also gave a home to several evacuee 
children during the war. 

After the war Ken and Dorothy went on to have three more children, Brian, 
Neil and Hilary. They were a very social couple and loved dancing, 
particularly the quickstep. Their eldest son Tony emigrated to South 
Africa to further his career as a printer on a newspaper, but moved to 
Rhodesia because he did not like the Apartheid system.  Ken and 
Dorothy visited the family in Rhodesia and had a wonderful holiday, but 
sadly Tony died shortly after this when a vehicle he was travelling in went 
over a landmine.  

Ken died in 1988 and Dorothy immersed herself in her family and the 
local community, chairing the local senior citizensô club for many years.  
She has always been a very keen gardener and she won an award for 
her garden from the local community at the age of 94. Dorothy has 3 
surviving children, 8 surviving grandchildren, 8 great grandchildren and 2 
great, great grandchildren, and a large contingent of them were at her 
splendid 100th birthday party on 17th October. 

Hilary Jones 



 
 

Police Update 

Crime: On 20 September there was an illegal rave in Botley in the  Grant 
Thornton building. Officers from all across Thames Valley were deployed 
and the situation was dealt with peacefully with only two arrests being 
made. Amplifiers and electrical items were seized. 
On 26 September there was a fight in The Square, Botley where a man 
sustained injuries to his head and hand. He was taken to the John 
Radcliffe where he was treated for his injuries. All of those involved have 
been arrested and the investigation is ongoing. The incident occurred at 
approximately 4:30pm. If anybody witnessed the fight or has any 
information please call the police non-emergency number 101. 

Neighbourhood Watch: The neighbourhood team attended a 

Neighbourhood Watch meeting with the residents from Elms Rise to 
discuss the concerns of the residents. One concern was the anti-social 
behaviour (ASB) and possible drug taking that occasionally occurs at the 
Louie Memorial Field. We encourage residents in the area to call us if 
they witness any of this or become affected by it.  

Another concern that was raised in the meeting was vehicles parking on 
the corners of junctions (e.g., the bottom of Hurst rise Road) which make 
it very difficult for other road users to pull out. Could we please ask that 
all vehicles are parked considerately without obstructing the view of road 
users. Thank you. 

Have Your Say meetings: Have Your Say meetings are an ideal 
opportunity for local residents to speak to their local police officers and 
PCSOs about any local issues, no appointment is necessary just turn up 
and speak to your local officers. Upcoming Have Your Say meetings 
are:ï 

Friday 20th November, 5-6pm at Dean Court Community Centre  
Saturday 28th November, 10ï11am at Botley Baptist Church with  

Contact us: If you want any advice or would like to contact the 
neighbourhood team you can call us on the police non-emergency 
number 101 (dial 999 in an emergency). If you have information about 
crime or anti-social behaviour in your area but you do not want to speak 
to the police, you can call the Crimestoppers charity on 0800 555111. To 
view information on your neighbourhood team visit the Thames Valley 
Police website at:www.thamesvalley.police.uk      

PCSO Adi Wright 



 
 

Apple Day 2015 

There is a perfect way to celebrate harvest and the Autumn season and 
it is Apple Day in Old Botley.  Having spent many happy moments 
scrumping in local orchards during the week, we arrived there laden with 
booty.  It was lovely to be met by the gentle buzz of industry: each apple 
being chopped into large chunks; chunks then ground into smaller pieces; 
smaller pieces then loaded into the press; and the press then turned by 
big and small ones with strong muscles until the burnished liquor poured 
into the tray at the bottom and out into the waiting vessel.  The process, 
its simplicity and rhythm, draws you in, so soon we had buckets and 
buckets of apples waiting in a queue for the grinder and pressing.   

We were told to stall our 
chopping and break for a 
welcome cup of tea and an 
amazing spread of apple fare 
including cakes, muffins, 
scones and of course juice 
fresh off the press.  Pausing 
for just enough time for the 
grinding and pressing 
stations to catch up, we then 
resumed our chopping and 
our places in the production 
line.  The result, litres and 
litres of unadulterated juice 
for everyone to enjoy.  A big 
thank you to everyone, 
especially Jed for manning 
the press with such good 
humour as well as necessary 
musclepower (see picture) !   

Come along and join in for 
yourself next time - all you 
need is some apples, bottles 
to put your juice in and a 
cooperative disposition.  Apple day is the best way I know to say goodbye 
to Summer and embrace the Autumn season, only another 365 days to 
go until the next one! 

Esther McNeile Jones 



 
 

Apple Day 

The tables set with knives and boards 
Waiting for the expected hoards 
Bearing apples ï there was no lack 
Chopped and minced and put in a sack. 
When the waiting press was totally full 
The lever was given a push and a pull. 
Round and round the children went ï 
They pulled so hard the bar was bent ï 
Until the juice was all expressed. 
It was deemed a great success. 
Inside more apples were displayed 
On little shelves specially made. 
Apples of every shape and hue, 
Red, green and purple too. 
Apples were brought, tested and tried ï 
Some were even identified! 
At four o'clock with energy low 
Welcome tea began to flow. 
Cakes a-plenty flew from the plate 
If you blinked you were too late. 
With thanks to Ag for all the cheer 
We hope to see you again next year.  

Colin and Sally Hersom 

The apple identification table laid out by Colin and Sally 



 
 

NHPC Planning Committee 

The Parish Councilôs Planning Committee is at the bottom of the planning 
pyramid. Any of the 14 elected councillors can choose each year to be a 
member, and there are currently seven members, Councillors Voirrey 
Carr, Chris Church, Ann Dykes, Adam Hardiman, David Kay, Louise 
Kunzemann and Andrew Pritchard. As a statutory consultee, we are sent 
planning applications by the local Planning Authority, the Vale of White 
Horse District Council, and we meet approximately every three weeks to 
consider them. We can only object, approve or comment on them, we 
cannot decide (or ñdetermineò) them ï only the Valeôs Planning 
Committee can do that. Currently, if we object, the Vale is obliged to 
consider them at their next Planning Committee meeting, and we have 
three minutes to present our objections (and other objectors have three 
more minutes between them) to the members at that meeting. Itôs 
surprising how little you can say in three minutes, so we have to prepare 
our responses carefully. Only in the recent planning application by Doric 
Properties were we allowed longer (20 minutes). 

The main objective in the current planning process is ñsustainable 
developmentò, and in line with this any objections have to consider the 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), and the Valeôs policies as 
expressed in the Statutory Development Plan, including the Oxfordshire 
Structure Plan, the Waste & Minerals Local Plan and the Vale of White 
Horse Local Plan. Other Material Considerations include: Planning/ 
Development Briefs produced by the Vale of White Horse, Government 
Advice, Planning Policy Guidance Notes, Circulars, Previous Planning 
Decisions, Amenity considerations (such as overlooking, over-
development, local area character, scale and bulk resulting in loss of light, 
trees, noise), Traffic generation, parking and safety, Design, Materials, 
Crime and community safety. Items that are not normally considered are: 
Loss of property value, Land ownership and boundary disputes, 
Commercial competition, Loss of a private view, Legal rights/ consents 
(such as deeds, covenants, private rights of way, licences), Internal 
Layout, Provision of services.  

As Chair, I try to contact parishioners who may be seriously affected by 
planning applications near to them, and encourage them to come to our 
meetings to put forward their objections to our committee in person. Plans 
are displayed in the Seacourt Hall (where the meetings are held) before 
the meetings, which are on Thursdays at 7.45 p.m. Agendas are posted 
on Parish Council noticeboards, and are available online at the Parishôs  



 
 

website. The Vale should also send notices to those likely to be affected, 
though they sometimes omit residents who we feel should be consulted, 
and we draw this to the Valeôs attention and try to visit such people.  

If you want to look for planning applications, you can go to the Valeôs 
website Planning@whitehorsedc.gov.uk where you can choose to access 
by planning reference number (if you know it), or by location. You can 
then see the various documents related to the application, including 
comments by statutory consultees (e.g. Thames Water, Highways) and 
any objections that have been sent to the Vale by parishioners (there is 
a simple on-line system for doing this if you want to object). 

We believe that we perform a useful function in the overall planning 
process, bringing local knowledge to help in making the final decision, 
even if we do not always agree with it. 

Andrew Pritchard, Chair, NHPC Planning Committee     

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

LOCAL PLANNING APPLIC ATIONS 

P15/V2160/FUL Hillhead, Lime Road. Demolish existing 

dwelling. Erect 6 x 2 bedroom apartments 

with associated parking, cycle and bin 

storage and landscaping. 

14 

September  

. 

 

P15/V2185/LDP 
 

Chelsie House 104 West Way. Certificate 

of lawfulness for provision of a caravan to 

provide additional bedrooms.  

14 

September  

P15/V2210/HH Old School 140 North Hinksey Lane. 

Add 6 low profile skylights to bring light 

into the upper floors of the property.  

Comments deadline: 22 Oct 

15 

September  
 

P15/V2240/HH Delawarr House 45A Raleigh Park Rd. 

New garden annex, to include a single 

bedroom, shower and toilet facilities, and 

open plan kitchen/living area, for client's 

parents. Comments by 22 Oct 

21 

September  
 

P15/V2331/HH 36 North Hinksey Lane. First floor rear 

bedroom extension over existing Ground 

Floor. Replace roof over Ground Floor 

garden room. Remove chimney above 

roof. Replace windows and lights in 

existing roof. Comments deadline: 28 

October 

2 October  

mailto:Planning@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P15/V2160/FUL
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P15/V2185/LDP
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P15/V2210/HH
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P15/V2240/HH
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P15/V2331/HH


 
 

Letôs Hear It for Brown Owl! 

By the time you read this we should have enrolled three new Brownies: 
Connie, Amelie and Beth who we welcomed to our unit in September.  

This term as well as having a crime-busting Cluedo games evening and 
a deafening Beetle Drive won by Lucy (it is impossible for this game to 
be anything but noisy when in full swing); we are working on our Agility 
badge together as a unit. Unfortunately, Brown Owl made a 
passing remark about the possibilities of her doing a 
forward roll too and then every week since then the girls 
(and some of their parents!) have been asking ñAre you 
going to do it tonight?ò  Well, eventually the evening came 
when the weather was satisfactory and Brown Owl felt in the mood to do 
a forward roll on the grass outside the hut. She thought the girls were 
busy with the other Owls arranging the tables and chairs for their Beetle 
Drive and that they wouldnôt notice her outside on the picnic rugs. Well, 
she was wrong! They did spot her limbering up (as she will admit she is 
well over 21!) and so they huddled by the windows and when 
she had finished her forward roll there was a great whoop 
and a spontaneous round of applause for her! 

It is also that time of the year when at 2nd Botley Brownies 
we add up how many badges each girl has earnt between 
September of last year to August of this and then we do a surprise 

presentation of the 21st Shield to our winner 
who is then known as our Brownie of the 
Year. She gets to carry our flag at 
Remembrance Day Parade, 
and receives a framed 
certificate and the shield for a 
year. This year the winner was 
Matilda and the runner-up was 
Phoebe. Between these two, as well as the 
badges we did together  as a pack, they also 
worked on their own for badges such as 
entertainer, gardener and stargazer. Third 
place was drawn with four girls: Emily, 
Cliona, Chloe and Josie.        Lucy Howes 

Cartoon submitted by Clive Smith 



 
 

Tumbling Bay ï A Wild Oasis 

Early this summer, I happened upon a hidden corner of Oxford tucked 
behind Botley Park near the Railway Station.  I was captivated by its quiet 
loveliness so close to a busy city road.  In the centre was a crystal clear 
section of the river flowing into a deep pool.  Stands of reeds were home 
to large numbers of brightly coloured beetles (Donacia simplex) in mating 
pairs. Slender blue damsel flies shimmered in the air.  

Around the pool was a border of carefully mown short grass on which a 
group of teenagers lounged, enjoying the sunshine.  A father held his 
son's hand while he peered into the depths of the water, looking for fish.  
On the edges of the site were stands of wild flowers created by a very 
careful grass mowing regime designed to control and enhance but not to 
destroy wildlife.  These attracted numerous bees and hover-flies who 
danced and buzzed in pools of sunlight. In a patch of mud by the pond 
were the tiny footprints of a young fox.  A wooded area revealed the 
presence of bank voles.  Perfection?  Apparently not. 

I read with astonishment in last month's Sprout that this jewel of a place 
known as Tumbling Bay is a ñmuddy morassò in need of ñproper 
maintenanceò.  Mr Talbot would like 
this place, an area quietly enjoyed by 
all sections of the community, to be 
restored to its ñformer gloryò as a 
bathing place. This notion is wrong-
headed in so many ways.  

First, if someone wishes to indulge in 
wild swimming, there is nothing to 
stop them taking the plunge.  It may 
not be approved of in these days of, 
some might say, over-zealous health 
and safety rules, but it is not 
necessary to destroy a habitat in 
order to do this.  The whole point 
about wild swimming is that it takes 
place in nature, not in an over-
managed arid urban environment. 
Secondly, Oxford City Council, who 
own the site, have made it clear that 
the site is no longer suitable for 
bathers due to modern regulations. 



 
 

It would cost too much in insurance to cover all of the potential hazards, 
let alone the lifeguards, changing rooms and toilets that would now be 
considered essential.  The Council has spent a great deal of public money 
elsewhere in the city providing pools where bathers can swim in a safe, 
supervised environment.  

Many years ago, Tumbling Bay was given into the care and protection of 
a local group who have managed it very successfully and created a thing 
of beauty. Although I share Mr Talbot's nostalgia for a site associated with 
pleasant childhood memories, the clock cannot be turned back. Now new 
generations can form their own memories of a wild oasis in the heart of 
the city.                Linda Losito 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Dear Linda,  
 I fear that you have seriously misunderstood our intentions. At the recent 
meeting of óFriends of Tumbling Bayô we put forward our aim as being óto 
preserve and enhance the environment of Tumbling Bayô. The need for a 
Friends group has arisen because of the current neglect and lack of 
proper management of this historic part of West Oxford. In the last few 
years the brambles have taken over on the banks and the flow of water 

is clogged with a monoculture of 
reeds. We want the whole area to be 
properly managed not as a 
manicured municipal park but as a 
natural resource for the local 
community ï  an area where wildlife 
can be observed and appreciated; 
where people can enjoy non-invasive 
recreational activities such as 
swimming (if they wish to); and where 
there is better management of anti-
social activities (which leave a trail of 
beer cans and other debris for locals 
to pick up). We want to work together 
with the local community (including 
wildlife groups)  to achieve these 
aims. If you consider yourself a 
Friend of Tumbling Bay, please join 
us and have a say in what happens!   
               Tony Talbot 



 
 

Food bank recipes 

Food banks like the Community Emergency Foodbank in Horspath Road 
provide parcels of (mostly) non-perishables to people who come with a 
voucher.  Vouchers are given out by organisations like childrenôs centres 
and GPs, to confirm that the household needs food, possibly because of 
benefit sanctions or an emergency.  Households are expected to need 
no more than three vouchers per year, since food banks are meant to be 
emergency food assistance rather than ongoing form of support. 

I have been in about a dozen food banks, and they are remarkably jolly 
places.  People who go to food banks obviously would prefer to not need 
them, but the food bank volunteers are very good at putting them at their 
ease, often with tea and biscuits.  The volunteers then often find out about 
peopleôs food preferences, for instance rice v. pasta.  The Trussell Trust 
has guidance for how much food various sizes of household should 
receive, and the volunteer then goes away and packs an appropriately-
sized food parcel. 

The British Heart Foundationôs website includes five lessons that we can 
all learn from food banks: 

1. Reduce food waste: Plan what youôre going to eat before you go 
shopping and keep an eye on your fridge contents so you can use up 
fresh produce before it needs to be thrown away. 

2. Get your 5-a-day: frozen or tinned fruit and veg can be cheaper 
than fresh, and count as your 5-a-day. 

3. Cook your own: Home-made food is usually cheaper and tastier 

than convenience food, and you can control the amount of sugar, fat and 
salt that goes into it.  

4. Eat with others: Loneliness is an issue for many of us, and it can 
sometimes be hard to feel motivated to cook just for yourself. One way 
round this is to ask friends over for lunch, or find out if thereôs a lunch club 
nearby. 

5. Make a difference: Volunteering (for instance at a food bank) can 
be fun, sociable, give you skills and help build your local community.  

Many food banksô websites include quite complex recipes, but here are 
two lovely simple ones that use ingredients from food bank parcels: 

Sardine or tuna pasta: You need 300g of any pasta, 1 tablespoon oil, 1 
tin sardines or tuna, and 1 tin sweetcorn or peas.  Cook the pasta in 
boiling water.  Heat the oil and fish in another pan until the fish is softened  



 
 

and lightly golden.  Add the vegetables and pasta to the fish, stir and 
serve.  

Fruit and Rice Pudding Brulee: You need 1 tin fruit, 1 tin rice pudding, 2 
tablespoons sugar, and 2 tablespoons raisins (optional).  Place drained 
fruit and raisins in a serving dish.  Top with rice pudding.  Sprinkle over 
the sugar.  Place under a hot grill until the sugar has melted and turned 
brown.  Cool before serving.                 

Riki Therivel 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Under-Fives and Elms Road 

Although Elms Road Childrenôs Centre only opened in 2007, Botley has 
a history of good under-5s provision. There are parents here whose 
children now are parents, who learned the value of professional provision 
for young children from Elms Road Nursery School, serving Botley from 
the end of World War 2 till their land was sold to build Nursery Close. 

Elms Road Childrenôs Centre replaced the nursery school. There is a big 
garden, modelled on the earlier one, and a large indoor room with a wide 
variety of learning opportunities. As well as being a wonderful place to 
play, it provides welcoming non-critical advice for parents (often lone 
parents) on child health, nutrition and upbringing in the essential earliest 
years. Other services, such as pre and post-natal advice and CAB 
sessions are brought to where parents feel happy to come. Next month 
we will give an account of all that goes on there.  

It would be a scandal if this precious service were to be lost, but the 
county council, grossly under-funded and desperate to save money 
wherever they can, are seriously considering closing it down. North 
Hinksey Parish Council is sending a letter of protest to our MP, Nicola 
Blackwood, who will visit the centre on 6th November. Unlike the Oxford 
Mail (editorial on 24/10) and our county councillor, she believes the threat 
to the childrenôs centres is county council scaremongering, rather than 
evidence of a dire lack of funds, and thinks they can be run more cheaply.  

She asks us to let her know how we feel as she prepares her comments 
for the county council. Their official consultation is now up and running. It 
is bafflingly complex, and all the options look very like asking turkeys to 
vote for Christmas to us, so we shall be sticking to what we understand. 
It is this: Closing our childrenôs centre is a false economy which must on 
no account be allowed to happen.                      Directors of the Sprout  



 
 

Randoms 
 
Keep Warm this Winter 

If you would like advice and support about how to keep your home warm 
this winter you can phone Oxfordshire Affordable Warmth Networkôs 
help line on 0800 107 004 or e-mail awn@nef.org.uk. The network offers 

free, impartial and expert advice on all aspects of saving energy and 
managing energy bills, including grants to help towards energy saving 
home improvements. This year the Vale of the White Horse is offering 
grants of up to £1,000 to help residents make essential energy saving 
repairs and improvements including insulation, draught-proofing and 
boiler repairs. The grant is available to home owners and tenants renting 
their home from a private landlord who are in receipt of benefits, tax credit 
or pension credit or are on a low income. The budget is limited and grants 
will be given out on a first come first served basis. For more information 
contact Oxon Affordable Warmth Helpline.ô 

Ruth Mayne  

 

Botley W.I. 
The 6th October meeting took the form of a Harvest Supper.  Excellent 
food was eaten thanks to our Social Committee, amid much talk and 
laughter. The meal was followed by a short quiz. The business part of the 
meeting took place briefly, and at the conclusion of the evening a poem 
about Botley WI was read out.  The raffle was drawn and everyone 
departed for their journey home. The talk at our next meeting (3rd 
November) will be on ñThe Oxford Canal.ò  The competition will be: Canal 
Art, and Eynsham Markets will be selling things for Christmas.  

Jenny Holloway,  President 

 

Which Craft 
After 3 years, Cath Casley is handing over the reins and Which Craft is 
reviewing its options. Botleyôs craft group was started to make use of the 
Louie Memorial Pavilion (now quite revived by two football teams 
regularly using the pitch, the Youth Club on Wednesday and Sports for 
Streets on Fridays, not to mention the smart new signage). Which Craft 
membership is solid but small, and new members would be welcome. To 
find out more, email whichcraft.botley@yahoo.co.uk or go along to the 
Pavilion on Monday 16th November, 7.30 (costs £3).  

mailto:awn@nef.org.uk
mailto:whichcraft.botley@yahoo.co.uk


 
 

 
Organizations: If your organization is not listed here, please send details to 
editor@thesprout.org.uk or telephone 724452  for inclusion in future issues. 

telephone 724452  for inclusion in future issues. 

1st Botley Brownies       

Girls aged 7ï10 
Dean Court Community Centre Thur 6ï7.30 Fiona 
Wheeler, firstbotleybrownies@gmail.com 

2nd Botley Brownies      
Girls aged 7ï10 

Rosary Room, Yarnells Hill. Tues 6 -7.30   :  Alison 
Griffin 01865 379247 

4th Oxford Scout Group 
Beavers, Cub Scouts, Scouts 

Scout Hall, Arnolds Way; mail@thefourth.org.uk 
Website: http://www.thefourth.org.uk/ 

15th Oxford  Scout Group 
Boys and girls welcome 

Meet Fridays,  Botley Baptist Hall Contact: Julie Tatham 
01865 863074 or Amy Cusden 07887 654386 

Badminton Club 
Thurs 7-8pm at Matthew Arnold Sports Hall. Gary Clark 
0777 3559 314 garryclark13@gmail.com 

Books on Wheels      R.V.S. Free Library Service for housebound 248142 

Botley Baby & Toddler 
Group 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 9.15ï11am, SS Peter & Paul 
Church Hall 

Botley Boys & Girls F.C. 
Football teams from ages 8-16 

Jason Barley Ox. 242926 jbarley1@ sky.com or 

Brendan Byrne Ox.792531 bb@bridewellconsulting.com 
Botley Health Walks Wednesday 9.30 a.m  Contact: Briony 246497 

Botley Library 
01865 248142. Open till 7 on Friday and 1pm on Sat, 
otherwise 9.30 to 5.30 (closed Wednesdays).  

Botley Singers 
Thur 7.30, Botley Baptist Church.  Angela Astley-Penny 
242189     angastpen@aol.com 

Botley Womenôs Institute First Tuesday each month: Jenny Holloway 247572 

Chair-based Exercise Class 
Tuesdays 10.30 ï 11.30 a.m. Seacourt Hall 
Contact Lizzie, Oxon Age UK,  07785 425601 

Cumnor Choral Society 
Friday 7.30 to 9.30 pm  Contact: 01235 533726��or 
07552 786127 or www.cumnorchoral.co.uk 

Cumnor Chess Club 
Thurs 7ï9pm  Cumnor Old School. Steven Bennett 
862788 www.cumnorchessclub.co.uk 

Cumnor & District Historical 
Society 

Last Monday of the month 7.30-9.00 Cumnor Old 
School.  01865 724808 

Fit Steps ï exercise based 
on dance 

Friday 6ï7pm, Seacourt Hall. Contact Rosalie 07710 

65913 or �Uosalie.crane@btinternet.com 

Harmony InSpires, Ladies'  
Acappella Singing Group 

Wed 7.30 at Appleton village hall. C. Casson 01235 
831352 or  harmonyinspires@hotmail.co.uk 

Letôs Sing! ï singing group 
Weds 2pm, WOCC, details Emily 07969 522368 
or email emformusic@outlook.com 

Morris Dancing ï Cry Havoc Barbara Brett 249599 or bag@cryhavoc.org.uk 

N Hinksey afterschool club,   MonïThurs 3ï6pm  Contact: Oxford 794287 

mailto:mail@thefourth.org.uk
mailto:garryclark13@gmail.com
mailto:jbarley1@sky.com
mailto:bb@bridewellconsulting.com
mailto:angastpen@aol.com

